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Neil V. “Vic” Elekes was drafted into the United States Army in January 1967.  He reported to Fort Knox, Kentucky, for basic training on February 7, 1967 with Company B, 8th Battalion, 3D Training Brigade.  His basic training included:  ATP21-114, Code of Conduct, CBR Training, Military Training, and Geneva Convention.

He graduated basic training as a PFC E1 on April 14, 1967 and was sent to Ft. Belvoir, Virginia in the 21st Engineering Company USA TOPOCOM as a cartographic map draftsman (017.28).  He was on their golf team and they played other military bases in the area such as Ft. Meade and Patuxent Naval Base.  He was promoted to Specialist 5th Class on July 19, 1967.  In the summer of 1968 his company was called up to the Washington D.C. riots following the assassinations of Martin Luther King, Jr. and Robert Kennedy.  During this time, he earned the following medals:  Good Conduct, National Defense Service and Rifle Sharpshooter.

He was honorably discharged on February 9, 1969 as Specialist 5th Class and was in the Army Reserves until February 1, 1973.  He moved to Columbus, Ohio and accepted a Civil Engineer position with Rackoff Associates.  In 1976 he began working at Burgess and Niple, Ltd. as a Civil Engineer and Professional Surveyor.  He was eventually promoted to the Project Manager position.  He fulfilled these duties until his retirement on April 30, 2010.  He and his wife, Marlene, have three daughters, two sons-in-law, three grandsons, and live in Gahanna, Ohio.
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